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REFLECTION 5 


ſons, whoſe authority and judgment 


theſe Reflections. They were drawn 
up and publiſhed two years ago, under a deep 
and affecting ſenſe of the then State of things 
among us, which ſeemed to yield very melan 
choly proſpects. The dreadful Earthquake at 


Liſbon, in the conſequences of which we were 


very nearly intereſted, ſeemed to have made great 


impreſſions upon perſons of all orders and degrees; 
and we were, not without reaſon, apprehenſive 


of the like awful viſitation. We were allo, at 


that time, entering upon a dangerous war with a 
very powerful and formidable enemy, in defence 


of thoſe rights and poſſeſſions which are of great 


A 2 importance 


me have great weight with me, that I 
Wy have conſented to the republication of 


L iv ] 


importance to the proſperity, and even to the 


ſafety, of theſe kingdoms. Such was the fitua- 
tion of things, when an order was iſſued by pub- 
lic authority, and drawn up in very proper and 

athetical terms, appointing a general and ſolemn 
Faſt to be obſerved by his Majeſty's ſubjects in 
theſe kingdoms, for humbling ourſelves before 
God for our manifold fins and provocations, for 


averting his judgments, and imploring the con- - . 


tinuance of his mercies towards us. About this 
time it was, that the following Reflections were 
firſt-pablithe, at the conclution of a book which 
was written in Defence of our holy Religion, I 
wiſh it could be faid with truth, and upon juſt 
prongs that the ſtate of things in theſe nations 

ath been ſo much altered for the better ſince that 
time, as to render any reflections of this kind un- 
neceflary. But Jam afraid, we have little reaſon 
to flatter ourſelves, that we are become a more 
virtuous and reformed people. Through the great 
goodneſs of God we have not ſuffered under the 

dreadful calamities of earthquakes, or of the peſti- 
dence, the fears of which not long finee alarmed 
us. But we are till engaged in a bloody and 
expentive War, and which, as far as theſe nations 
are immediately concerned in it, hath been car- 
ried on with very little ſucceſs. Our enemies have 
in ſeveral inſtances been ſuffered to triumph over 
ns. A very valuable part of our European Poſ- 
ſeſſions hath been wreſted from us, to our great 
loſs and diſgrace. In America we have met with 
A ſucceſſion of 3 and inſtead of re- 


covering 
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covering what the enemy had ſeized from us, 
have ſuſtained new lofles ; and our Colonies and 
Provinces there have been expoſed to the cruel 
inſults of mercileſs and barbarous Savages. There 
hath been a viſible blaſt upon the publick Under- 
takings. Even thoſe of them which were moſt 
wiſely planned, and ſeemed to bid the faireſt for 
ſucceſs, and concerning which we formed great 
Expectations, have been unaccountably baffled 


and fruſtrated. Nor has any thing great and glo- 


rious been hitherto accompliſhed by our mighty 


fleets, of which we are ſo apt to make our boaſt 
and confidence. 


Theſe things can ſcarce eſcape the notice of the 
moſt ſuperficial Obſerver. Great complaints have 
been made, and ſtrong reſentments expreſſed 
againſt the ſuppoſed authors and inſtruments of the 
national diſgraces and diſappointments. But there 
feems not to have been a due regard had to the ſo- 


vereign agency of Divine Providence, in diſpoſing 


events for the correction and chaſtiſement of a de- 

enerate and backſliding People. It muſt be ac- 
Lnowleget indeed, that ſecond cauſes are not to 
be overlooked, and that enquiries into the im- 
mediate ſources of publick evils and miſcarriages, 
may be of great uſe towards remedying or pre- 


venting them for the future. But if we believe 


a Providence which preſideth over events, eſpe- 
eially thoſe of a public nature, and in which the 
intereſts of large communities are concerned, we 
muſt not confine our views to ſecond cauſes, but 

7 5 muſt 
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(vi) 
muſt riſe above them to the Supreme Diſpoſer : 
And if there be reaſon to think, that there is 4 
great decay of religion, and of public and private 
virtue, and a growing diſſoluteneſs and corruption 
of manners among all orders and degrees of per- 
ſons, we ought certainly to conſider theſe things 
as having a great influence on the adverſe events 
which have befallen us. If, is reaſon and Scrip- 
ture teach us, God knoweth and obſerveth the 
diſpoſitions and actions, even of particular per- 
ſons; and otherwiſe, how ſhall he judge them, 
and call them to an account for their actions? then 
ſurely the ſtate of nations, with regard to religion 
and morals, and their good improvement or abuſe 
of the privileges and advantages they enjoy, muſt 
be perfectly known and obſerved by him: And 
if he perfectly knoweth it, it cannot be ſuppoſed, 
that he who 1s the wiſe and righteous Governor of 
the world beholdeth it with indifferency. National 
corruption, when once it becometh general, muſt 
be greatly diſpleaſing in his ſight, and we may 
therefore reaſonably conclude, that he will, in that 
time and way which ſeemeth moſt fit to his go- 
verning wiſdom and righteouſneſs, manifeſt his 
juſt diſpleaſure againſt it ; eſpecially conſidering, 
that, though the puniſhment of particular perſons 
for their wickedneſs may be in a great meaſure re- 
ſerved for a future ſtate, it is proper that nations 
and large Communities, as ſuch, ſhould be re- 
warded or puniſhed in this preſent world, in 


which alone they ſubſiſt, 
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[ vii. 
It is not, therefore, without great reaſon, that a 


General and Public Faſt and Humiliation is again 


appointed to be obſerved thoughout theſe king- 


doms, To humble ourſelves before Almighty 


God, in order to obtain Pardon for our Sins, 
and in a moſt deyout and folemn manner to 


« ſend up our prayers and ſupplications to the Di- 


vine Majeſty, for averting thoſe heavy judg- 
& ments, which our manifold fins and provoca- 
& tions have molt juſtly deſerved, and imploring 


* his bleſſing and aſſiſtance on his Majeſty's 


& arms, and for reſtoring and perpetuating peace, 
« ſafety, and proſperity, to his Majeſty, and his 
* kingdoms,” 


And fince the true end and deſign of ſuch ſb- 
lemn ſeaſons of prayer and humiliation, is to put 
us upon ſerious Recollection. and upon ſearching 
and trying our ways, in order to the rectifying 
and reforming whatever hath been or is amiſs in 
our temper and conduct, the following Reflections 
may poſſibly be of ſome uſe in ſuggeſting proper 
hints ſuitable to the occaſion. Some perſons may, 
perhaps, be apt to think, that the complaints of 
the national faults and vices are here too much 
exaggerated, I am ſenſible, that it hath been 
uſual in all nations and ages to complain of the 
corruption and degeneracy of the times. And it 
is probable, that ſuch complaints have ſometimes 
proceeded rather from a diſcontented temper and 
a peeviſhneſs of ſpirit, ever prone to find fault, and 
give the worſt turn to things, than from a Py 

| an 


[ vii 
and generous concern for the honour of God, and 
the intereſts of religion and virtue. It is not a wiſe 
thing to be always extolling former times, and al- 
ways deſpiſing or condemning our own, But yet 
it cannot be denied by any one that is acquainteti 
with the hiſtory of mankind, that in different 
nations, and in different ages and periods of the 
ſame nation, there is often a great difference ob- 
ſervable as to the prevalency of religion and virtue, 
of good order and true public ſpirit: And that 
there are times in which there is a more general 
defection from all theſe, and more of an aban- 
doned diſſoluteneſs, luxury, and effeminacy, than 
in others: and where it is apprehended, that this 
is really the caſe, or that there is great danger of 
its being ſo, no man can be blamed, who, from 
an earneſt deſire to awaken men to a juſt and 
lively ſenſe of the evil of their ways, and to pro- 
mote, as far as in him lieth, a national repentance 
and reformation, endeavoureth not in the bitter- 
meſs of a ſatyrical ſpirit, but with a ſerious. and 
deep concern of mind, to repreſent. the national 
vices and corruptions, 


But whilſt we humble ourſelves before God for 
our manifold fins and provocations, and implore 
his mercy, which is the proper deſign of the ap- 
proaching General Faſt, we have great reaſon to 
be deeply ſenſible of his goodneſs and forbearance 
towards us, in that he'hath not hitherto puniſhed 

us as our iniquities have deſerved. The fword of 
war, which hath cauſed ſuch miſerable devaſta- 
155 tions 


hiſtory of paſt 


[Dix } 
tions in ſome of the neighbouring nations, hatli 
not hitherto raged in our bowels. We are ſtill con- 
tinued in the poſſeſſion and enjoyment of many 
valuable privileges and advantages. We have been 
bleſſed with a harveſt, plentiful even beyond our 
hopes. But above all, nothing ſeems to yield 
more agreeable proſpects, than what hath lately 
happened in Germany, To look but a few months 
back, how diſcouraging was the appearance! A 
mighty combination formed of the three moſt for- 
midable powers in Europe, and which were after- 
wards joined by à fourth] The ſcheme was 
deeply laid, and threatened to produce fatal con- 
ſequences to the Proteſtant intereſt, and the liber- 
ties of Europe. It ſeemed ſcarce poſſible, humanl 
ſpeaking, that our Ally the King of Pruſſia, wi 
all his abilities and fortitude, conld have withſtood 
the united efforts of ſo many powerful armies, 
which invaded him on all ſides. No ſmall | 
of his dominions was actually in poſſeſſion of his 
Enemies: His very. Capital was in danger: And 
the onNLY ARMY that might have cauſed a diver- 
fion in his favour, put out of a capacity of aſſiſting 


him ! In this extremity of his affairs, things have 


taken a ſurpriſing turn, which, conſidered in all 
its circumſtances, is ſcarce to be paralleled in the 
ages. The man muſt be void of 
reflection, that doth not obſerve in it the ſigna- 
tures of a divine hand. It is, indeed, but juſt that 
we ſhould admire the wiſdom and rar 
and heroic qualities, of this great Prince, and the 
diſcipline and intrepidity 4 his Troops, as ew 


f is. 

the ſp irt and courage with which others are nou 
book av who ſcemed quite intimidated before. 
But we muſt not male theſe things our confidence. 
Inſtead of indulging a vain ſecurity, or makin 

fleſh or arm, What hath now happened ſhoul 

turn 68r thougkts to a religious adoration of that 
ſovereign Providetice, which tuleth in the king- 
dom ef men, which taketh the wiſe in their own 
eraftineſs, and overthroweth the mighty. How 
careful ſhould we be to ſecure an intereſt in his 
favouf, Who, if we do not make a right im- 
provement of his meteles, can, with equal facility, 
fruſtfate our moſt ſanguine hopes, as in this in- 


ſtance hie hath exceeded our higheſt 3425 


tions! "ot 


Vit dis whole, we ve every indacetadit 


to engage us to apply ourſelves to the great work 


of repentance and reformation. The Goodneſs of 
God, and this late unexpected ſucceſs, ſhould'lead 
us to it, as well as the many rebukes and diſap- 
pointments we have met with. And we cannot 
better approve ourſelves true friends and lovers of 
our country, than by joining in offering up our 
earneſt prayers and ſupplications for mercy to the 
nations to which we belong, and by doing our 
parts towards a revival of religion and public vir- 
tue, and towards putting a ſtop to that abounding 
vice and corruption, which, if not reformed, 


will ſooner or later bring down great miſchicfs 


aud Henke upon the nn,. 
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It is proper to advertiſe the Reader, that a few 
paſſages in the following Reflections are a little 
altered, and ſome ſmall additions made, ſuited to 
the preſent ſtate of things among us. Some things 
that are here mentioned may, perhaps, be looked 
upon as not neceſſary to be now inſiſted on, par- 
ticularly relating to the dreadful convulſions in the 
bowels of the earth, which ſeemed then to threat- 
en us. But it may be of ſome ule to remind us 
of thoſe things which we are too apt to forget, and 
to revive upon our minds the impreſſions which 
were then made upon us: eſpecially ſince we have 
no ſecurity, but that, if we do not prevent them 


by a real repentance and amendment, the ſame or 


the like awful judgments may yet overtake us. 


B 3 SER I 


SERIOUS REFLECTEFONS 
| ON THE 
PRESENT STATE of THINGS 
IN 
1 
ESE NATIONS. £7 | 


B&D S a General and Public Faſt is appointed 
by Authority, to be religiouſly obſerved 
by all his Majeſty's ſubjects in theſe king» 
doms, it highly concerneth us to endea- 
5 vour, as far as in us lieth, to anſwer the 
important ends for which it is deſigned. 
The order is drawn up with great ſeriouſneſs and ſo- 
lemnity : It is there acknowleged, that the manifold fins 
and wickedneſs of theſe kingdoms have moſt juſtly deſerved 
heavy puniſhments from the hand of heaven. We are N 
called upon to humble ourſelves before Almighty God, and, l 
in a moſs devout and ſolemn manner, to ſend up our | 


prayers and ſupplications to the Divine Majeſty, to avert . 
all thoſe judgments which we moſt juſtly have deſer ved, 
to continue his mercies, and perpetuate the enjoyment of i 
the Proteſtant Religion among us, and ſafety and proſpe- 1 
rity to his Majeſty's kingdoms and dominions, | if 


; On 
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On this occaſion ſeveral reflections natorally offer 
themſelves to a ſerious and conſiderate mind, with. re- 
ference to the peciens ſtate of things among us. 


We have been eminently diſtinguiſhed. abobe molt 
other nations by happy privileges and advantages. Pro- 
vitlence has bleſſed us with an abundance of thoſe things, 
which are uſually thought to contribute to the public 
proſperity and happinels, Never had any People a 
kuller enjoyment of liberty: a profuſion of wealth has 
flowed in upon us by our wide extended commerce. 
We have had great advantages for improvement in the 
arts and ſciences, and every branch of uſeful knowlege : 
eſpecially that which is the moſt valuable and i important 
of all others, the knowlege of religion in its truth and 
purity. The light of the glorious Goſpel of Chriſt, 
treed from the abſurdities, the ſuperſtitions, and bs. 
latries, with, which it hath been incumbered.in many 
other countries profeſſing the Chriſtian Faith, hath long 
fhone among us. The holy Scriptures are not locked 
up in an unknown tongue, nor confined to the ſtudies 
of the learned, but are put into the hands of the people: 
ſo that all men may have acceſs to that ſacred rule of 
faith and practice, the original ſtandard of the Chriſtian 


rchg.on. The treaſures of knowlege are opened, and 


the public inſtruction ſo frequently and freely diſpenſed, 
that it may be ſaid, that ni/dam crieth without, ſhe ut. 
lereth ber voice in the ſtreets. | 


It might be expected, that a people ſo diltinguiſbed b 


advantages for religious and moral improvement, ſhould 
alſq be remarkably diſtinguiſhed by the knowlege and 
practice of piety, wiſdom, and virtue, and by a zeal for 
our holy religion.—But though it is to be hoped there 

are many among us, wha are unfeignedly thankful. — 
our ineſtimable privileges, and _ to make 8 right 
improvement of them; yet it cannat be denied, that a 
great corruption * {pread itſelf, and ſcems to be 
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growing among all orders and degrees of men. This 
is a very diſagreeable ſubject: but the firſt ſtep to a 
proper remedy, is to be duly ſenſible of the true ſtate of 
our own caſe. | Our wealth and plenty hath been abuſed 
to an amazing luxury, and our liberty to a boundleſs 
licentiouſneſs. Many act as if they had no other way 
of ſhowing that they are free, but by caſting off all re- 
ſtraints, and ſetting themſelyes looſe from all the ties of 
religion and” virtue. Atheiſm hath appeared almoſt 
without diſguiſe, or, which in effect comes to the ſame 
thing, the diſbelief of 4 Providence, of God's moral 
attributes and government,” and of a future ſtate.— The 
moſt virulent reproach and contempt hath been caſt 
upon the adorable Jzsus, and the methods of our re- 
demption and ſalvation by him. All that part of our 
duty, which more immediately relateth to the ſupreme 


Being, ſeemeth to be regarded by many as a matter of 


indifferency. And the ſlighteſt obſervation may con- 
vince” us, that there is a growing negle& of public 
worſbip, as if the propereſt way of ſhewing our grati- 
tude to God for the glorious privilege we have of wor- 
ſhipping him according to the dictates of our own con- 


ſciences, were not to render him any public homage, or' 
religious worſhip at all. That holy day, which is by 


divine appointment, and by that of our own laws, ſet 
apart from wordly buſineſſes and cares, for the purpoſes 
of religion, for receiving public inſtructions, and for 
attending on divine worſhip, hath been treated with 
great contempt.—And in this too many of thoſe, who, 
by their authority and influence, ſhould ſet a good ex- 


ample to others, have unhappily led the way. Can 


there be a greater contempt caſt upon it, than to hold 
GAMING ASSEMBLIES on that day? And when this is 
done by perſons of rant, can it be wondered at, that by 


the lower kind of people it is often the worſt employed 


of any day in the week, and devoted to idleneſs and 
vice? And it cannot but give concern to every good 
mind, that an Iuſtitution, ſo admirably calculated ſor 
N the 
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the advancement of reinzious koowlege, piety, and 
virtue, and for promoting good order in the community, 
ſhould be ſo ſtrangely perverted and abuſed. 


Having mentioned the practice of Gamino, I can- 
not help obſerving, that among other unfavourable 
ſymptoms of the growing corruption among us, this 
is not the leaſt, that that practice is of late years be- 


come more general, and carried to a greater excels, than 


has been known before in theſe kingdoms. The wiſe 
men of all nations have been ſo ſenſible both of the per- 
nicious effects of this vice to particular perſons and fa- 
miles, and its ill influence on the community, that ic 
would fill a large volume barely to recite the laws 
which, have been made againſt it, both in former and 
later ages. Our own laws 0 fixed a brand upon it, 
and in effect declared the gain made by it to be diſho- 


nourable and infamous : yet is the being inſtructed in 


the myſteries of it, become a neceſſary part of educa- 

tion, whilſt the ſeaſoning the tender A of young 

perſons with principles bg religion and juſt ſentiments of 

things, and forming them to the worthyeſt Ions" 1s 
in a great meaſure neglected, | 


But what affordeth the moſt melancholy appreken- 


ſions, is the great corruption and depravity of manners, 


which is ſo generally and juſtly complained of. The 
moſt blaſphemous abuſe of the name of God, by 
' ſhocking vaths and imprecations, and the moſt 
and wilful perjuries ; drunkenneſs and exceſſes of riot, 
by which, but eſpecially by the exceſſive of 
diſtilled ſpirituous liquors, the health, morals, and reli- 
gion, ot the laborious and uſeful part of theſe king- 
doms are well-nigh deſt royed; — fited with this infernal 
poiſon, they are ſpirited to perpetrate and execute the 
moſt daring and miſchievous cnterprizes z and ſhaking 


off all fear and ſhame, become audaciouſly impudent in 
all manner of vice, lewdne/s, immorality, and prophane- 


neſs, 


1171 
#2ſ3, in defiance of all laws, human and divine. But 
it does not ſtop here, its malignant influence reaches to 
the children yet unborn, who come half burnt up and 
ſhrivelled into the world, and who as ſoon as born, ſuck. 
in this deadly poiſon with their mothers or nurſes milk: 
ſo that if this worſt of all plagues be ſuffered to go on, 
it will make a general havock, . eſpecially amongſt the 
ſoldiers, ſailors, and laborious part of the nation, who 
are manifeſtly degenerated from the more manly con- 
ſtitutions of preceding generations *.—It is to be la- 


* See Diſtilled Spirituous Liguors the Bane of the Nation, 8 vo. 
zd edit. 1736, London. Dr. Stephen Hales's friendly admonition t 
_ the drinkers of Gin, Brandy, and other Spirituous Liquors, which are 
fo deftruftive of the induſtry, morals, health, and lives, ES the 
| . A new edition with additions, and an appendix, — and is in 
the catalogue of the books diſtributed by the Society for promoting ' 
Chriſtian Knowl:ge, London. — This worthy divine and excellent philo- - 
ſopher (whoſe whole life has been uſefully employed in promoting the 
honour of God, and the welfare of mankind) in a treatiſe u pon the 
diſtilling of ſea water, and the uſe of ventilitors, &c. lately pub- 
liſh'd, (peaking of 4di/ti/led ſpirituous liquors, ſays, — How much 
therefore does it bekove all, who have any concern for the ho- 
* nour and dignity of their own kindred ſpecies, any indignation 
*« at its being thus debaſed and diſgraced, any bowels of pity for the | 
«« vaſt multitudes, not leſs perhaps than a M1LL1dK, that ate yearly 
« deſtroyed all over the world, by this moral as well as natura, 
„and therefore worſt of all evils, that ever befel unhappy man ; to 
« uſe their utmoſt endeavours to deliver mankind from this PezsT ? 
hut notwithſtanding this aſtoniſhing ravage and deſtruction of 
the human ſpecies, yet the unhappy unrelenting nations of the 
« world ſeem as unconcerned about it, us if only ſo many thouſand, 
* nay millions, of - catterpillars or locuſts were deſtroyed thereby. 
* Was there ever a more important occaſion to rouſe the indigna- 
tion of mankind? Can we be calm and undiſturbed, when this 
« Micnty DtsTROYEk rears up its invenomed head The molt 
*« zealous advocates for Dram, even the utthappy beſotted Dramifis 
** themſelves, the prolonging of whoſe lives, and whoſe real wel- 
© fare, both here and hereafter, is hereby fincerely intended, can- 
* not find fault with this well-meant remonſtrance, in defence of 
* them, and of all mankind, againſt this univerſal deſtroyer, from 
ene who has long been labouring, and that not without ſucceſs, | 
„in finding means to preſerve multitudes of lives, by var.ous 
% means. 
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mented; for it cannot be denied, that diſſoluteneſs and 
impurity of all kinds, adultery, fornication, unclean- 
neſs, laſciviouſneſs, abound among us, and are by many 


looked upon as no faults at all, or very flight ones, 
and which they rather glory in than are aſhamed of, 
though St. Paul tells us they are not fit to be named 
amongſt Chriſtians. —T o/ which may be added, the 
horrid crime of Sz1y-Muxpzts, more frequent with 
us than with other nations, and which is not only prac- 
tiſed, but pleaded for ; a practice deſervedly rendered 
infamous by our laws, as being a murder committed by 
a man upon his own perſon, in oppoſition not only to 
the moſt ſacred obligations of religion, and the rights 
of the community, but to the ſtrongeſt inſtincts of the 
human nature, wiſely implanted in us by the great Au- 
thor of our Beings, as a bar to ſuch monſtrous practices. 
Nor can it be thought improper on this occaſion to 

mention that barbarous practice of men's murdering 
one another upon a pretended point of bonour, as it is 
called, for the moſt Might and trivial offences, below 
the cognizance of our laws: —A crime inexcuſable in 
a civilized country, and which yet generally paſſes un- 
puniſhed, and thus leaves the guilt of blood upon the 
land, crying aloud for vengeance.— It is impoſſible for 
a thinking man that has a true zeal for the honour of 
God, and the intereſts of religion and virtue, and who 
hath the welfare and happineſs of his country really at 
heart, not to be deeply affected with ſuch a view of 


things, and ſolicitous what the conſequence may prove. 


And now, it is a natural enquiry, what can this be 
owing to? Whence can it be, that nations ſo happily 
privileged, and favoured with ſo many advantages for 


the knowlege and practice of religion, ſhould have ſunk 
into ſuch an amaz ng corruption and degeneracy ? Can 
this be conſiſtently charged on religion itſelf, either the 
Chriſtian religion or the Proteſtant, which is the reli- 
gion of Jeſus, as taught in the holy Scriptures, bee 
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freed from the abuſes and corruptions that have been 


brought into t? The Deiſts have pretended the firſt, 


the enemies to the reformation the laſt. The anſwer 
to both is in effect the ſame. Can that be the cauſe of 
corruptions among Chriſtians, which it ſteadily adhered 
to is the beſt remedy againſt thoſe corruptions? Can 
that occaſion an abounding in vice and wickednels, 
which, if really believed and ſerioufly conſidered, ex- 
hibiteth the moſt powerful diſſuaſives from it, that can 
enter into the human mind? Can the furniſhing the 
people with the means of knowlege, and bringing them 
to an acquaintance with the holy Scriptures, which are 
able to make us wiſe wnto ſalvation, and are profitable 
for doctrine, fer reproof, for correction, for mſtruttion 


in righteouſneſs, can this have any tendency to encou- | 


rage them in vice and diſſoluteneſs? Such a ſuppoſition 
is contrary to the plaineſt dictates of common ſenſe. 


The corruption therefore complained of can never be 


the natural effect or product of our advantages, and 
eſpecially of the religion we profeſs. On the contrary, 
the beſt and ſureſt preſervative againſt this growing cor- 
ruption, and the moſt effectual way of recovering from 
it, would be to have a high efteem for thoſe divine 
oracles, to read and conſider them with attention, and 
lay to heart the excellent inſtructions and directions 


which are there {ee before us. | 


There is a far more natural account to be given of 
chat corruption of manners, that vice and wickedneſs 
which ſo much aboundeth among us. Ir is owing not 
to the knowlege or belief. of religion, but to the neg- 
lect or contempt of it; to a ſtrange indifferency to- 
wards it in ſome, whilſt others uſe their utmoſt endea- 


vours to traduce and expoſe it under the vilifying cha-, 


racters of ſuperſtition, prieſtcraft, or enthuſiaſm. Great 
numbers of impious books have been publiſhed among 
us, both formerly and of late: ſome of which are not 


only levelled againſt Chriſtianity, but ſtrike at the 
A C 2 foundations 
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foundations of all religion, the attributes and providence 
of God, and a future ſtate of retributions. The mani- 
feſt tendency of them has been to baniſh the fear of 
the Deity, —to confound the moral differences of things, 
—to degradethe human nature toalevel with the brutes, 
and thereby extinguiſh every noble and generous ſenti- 
ment, —to deprive good men of the bleſſed hope of im- 
mortality, and to free bad men from the fears of future 
puniſhments, and the apprehenſions of a Supreme Go- 
vernor and Judge. Theſe principles, and the books that 
contain them, have been propagated with great eager- 
neſs and induſtry, both in theſe kingdoms, and in our 

lantations abroad, and ſometimes at a conſiderable ex- 
pence. This prepoſterous kind of zeal for inficelity 
may, to a conſiderate obſerver, ſeem to be an odd phæ- 
nomenon, of which no rational account can be given. 
One may, in ſome degree, account for a man's being 
hurried away by the violence of his appetites and paſ- 
fions, to do what his own mind diſapproves and con- 
demns. But that any man ſhould coolly take pains to 
fet other men looſe from all the reſtraints of religion and 
conſcience, and thereby, as far as in him lies, attempt 
to diffolve the bands of ſociety and public order, and. 
encourage men to gratify and fulfil their appetites and 


Mons without controul, the natural conſequence of 


which would be to introduce univerſal confuſion, in 
which he himſelf may be a great ſutferer, is abſolutely 
unaccountable on any principles of good ſenſe or ſound 


Policy; ſo that, if we did not ſce frequent inſtances of 


it, we ſhould be apt to think it ſcarce poſſible, that any 
men in their ſenſes ſhould act ſo ſtrange a part. 


One very pernicious conſequence of the attempts 
which have been made againſt religion 1s, the ſpreading 
phaneneſs and diſſoluteneſs of manners-among the 
. kind of people, who eaſily catch the contagion, 
when once men of higher degree, or at leaſt that pretend 
to a ſuperior ſagacity, have ſet the example, And whoy 
| 1 can 
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can, without deep concern, obſerve, that this is very 
much become the caſe among us at preſent ? Great 
numbers of thoſe, who belong to what ought to be the 
moſt induſtrious body of the people, are ſunk into irre- 
ligion and vice. And, in proportion, as theſe prevail, 
they become averſe to all honeſt labour and induſtry, 
and prone to the moſt flagitious crimes, which have the 
worſt effect imaginable on the peace and good order of 
the community. And it is eaſy to ſee what miſchief and 
confuſion muſt thence enſue. A ſober and induſtrious 
populace is the ſtrength, the riches, the glory of a nation: 


but when thoſe, that ſhould be the labouring hands, be- 


come vicious and diſſolute, they are prepared for 
kind of wickedneſs and diforder. As, from their dos? 

and educarion, they have, for the moſt part, little regard 
to the appearances of honour and decency, if at the ſame 
time they have caſt off the ties of religion, and the fear of 
God, and a regard to the powers of the world to come, 
and are abandoned to their appetites and paſſions, what 
are they not capable of? It is an obſervation which hath 
generally held, and is verified by the experience of all 
ages, that Righteouſneſs exalteth à nation, but fin, i. e. 


+ abounding vice and wickedneſs, is a reproach unto any 


people, i. e. it bringeth diſgrace and miſery upon them. 
Prov. xiv. 10. When once a neglect of religion and a 
corruption of manners becometh general, it hath a na-' 
tural tendency to diſſolve and enervate a nation, and to 
extinguiſh true public ſpirit and a manly fortitude. Nor 
have any people long maintained their liberties, after 
having loſt their probity and virtue. 


Thus it is in the natural courſe of things, and thus it 
alſo is by the juſt judgment of God, and according to 
the ſtated rules of the divine procedure towards nations 
or large communities. God may, indeed, in his great” 
wiſdom and + goodneſs, long bear with a degenerate” 


ople, and may even continue to pour forth many 
beflings upon them when they are in a corrupt ſtate,” 


eſpecially 
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eſpecially if there be a conſiderable remnant” of 


men {till to be found among them. But when their fins 


are grown up to ſuch. a height, and have continued ſo 
long, that he doth. not ſee fit to bear with them any 
longer, the meaſure of their iniquities is ſaid to be full; 
the time is come for executing a ſevere vengeance upon 
them, and the puniſhment falls heavier for being ſo 
long delayed. Tow SU e e Ya 

Whoſoever duly conſidereth theſe things will be apt 
to think, that, according to the ordinary method of 
God's providential dealings towards backſliding nations 
and churches, we have too much reaſon to apprehend 
his righteous judgments. And it muſt be acknowleged, 
that there are many things, in the courſe of his late diſ- 


dgments have been, in a remarkable manner, abroad 
in the earth. I need not enter into particulars. They 
are very well known, and freſh in our remembrance. 


There have been, to uſe our Saviour's emphatical ex- 


fions, cammotions and great earthquakes in divers 
places, — diſtreſi of nations with perplexity, the ſea and 
the waves roaring : men's bearts failing them for fear, 
and for looking after thoſe things that ſball come upon the 
eerih, Luke xxi. 9. 11, 25. Of fo valt an extent were 
the amazing concuſſions, reaching to many parts of 
Europe; Africa, and America, at a great diſtance from' 
ane another, and in divers places producing ſuch dread- 
ful effects, even to the ſubverſion of great and populous. 
cities, that it looked as if God were about ſome great 
and remarkable work of judgment, to puniſb the world 


for their evil, and the wicked for their iniquities, as the 


propher expreſſeth it, I/ xin. 13. Surely every man, 
who believeth that there is a Providence which extend- 
eth its care to mankind, muſt believe that it hath a ſpe- 
cial concernment in events of ſuch a nature, which ſo 


nearly aſſect nations and large communities, and on 


which the lives and fortunes of fo many thouſands de- 
* 1 g pend. 


penfations, which have an alarming appearance. God's 
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Though ſecond cauſes are admitted, ſtill it maſk 
conſidered, that they are all under the direction and 
ſuperintendency of God's ſovereign providence, which 
ſo ordereth and over - ruleth the circumſtances of things, 
and the courſe of natural cauſes, as to ſubſerve the ends 
of his moral adminiſtration, with regard to his reaſon- 
able creatures, and to execute his Purpoſes towards them, 
whether in a way of judgment or of mercy. And, in 
every ſuch caſe, we ſhould fix our views not merely or 
principally on ſecond cauſes, but ſhould look above — ä 
to the Supreme Diſpoſer, and endeavour to comport 
with the deſigns of his infinite wiſdom and righteouſ- 
neſs. Calamitous events of a public nature are not to 
be conſidered as concerning only the particular perſons 
or people which: immediately fuffer by them. They 
have a more extenſive view, and are deſigned and fitted 
to give inſtructive leflons to all mankind that hear of 
them. The natural tendency of all ſuch diſpenſations is 
to awaken in the minds of men a holy fear of the Divine 
Majelty, and to give them a moſt affecting conviction 
of the vanity and inſtability. of all —_— hopes and de-- 
pendencies. The prophet Iſaiab, after having de- 
icribed, in a very lively manner, the ſtriking impreſ- 
ſions that ſhould be made upon the hearts of men, be- 
cauſe of the fear of the Lord, and the glory of bis Ma- 
Jefly, wwhen-he ariſeth. to ſhake terribly the earth, very 
properly adds, Ceaſe ye from man, whoſe breath is ing . 
noſtrils : for wherein is be to be accounted of ? 11. xi. 20, 
21. Of what avail, in ſuch a time of awful viſitation, 
are the arts of human policy, the pomp of courts, or the 
power of mighty armies, or the riches and grandeur ot 
the moſt populous and magnificent cities? The plain 
voice of fuch diſpenſations, a voice intelligible to all 
mankind, is this : Let all the earth fear the Lord : let all 
the inhabitants of the world ſtand in ewe of bim, PI. 
XXXiii. 8. The Lord is the true Cod; bets the ling 


Cod, and an everlaſting king : at his wrath the earth ſhall 


EE 


— 


tremòle; and the nations ſhall not be able to abide bis in- 
dignation, 


[24] 
dignation, Jer. x. 10. Surely we ſhould be teady to 
y out on ſuch Occaſions, Great and marvellous are 
thy works,” Lord Gad Almighty, juſt and true are thy 
ways, thou King of Saints. Who would not fear thee, 
and glorify thy name? for thou only art holy, For all 


nations ſhall. come and worſhip' before thee : for thy 
Judgments are made manifeſt, Rev. xv. 3, 4. The great 
uſe, which is to be made of ſuch awful diſpenſations, is 
well expreſſed by the prophet, I/ xxvi. 9, When . 
judgments are in the earth, the inhabitants of the world. 
will learn righteouſneſs ;, 1. e. they ought to do ſo ; and 
it is the natural tendency of ſuch judgments, to engage 
them to do. ſo. The calamities inflicted upon others 
ſhould be regarded by us as folemn warnings and ad- 
monitions, which it highly. concerneth us to improve. 
The language of ſuch diſpenſations, to all that hear of 
them, is the ſame with that of our Saviour to the Jets, 
when ſpeaking of thoſe perſons on whom the tower of 
Siloam fell, and of thoſe whoſe blood Pilate mingled 
with their ſacrifices, Except ye repent, ye ſhall all like- 
wiſe periſh, Luke xiii. 3, 5. How inexcuſable ſhall 
we therefore be, if, inſtead of laying theſe things ſe-. 
riouſly to heart, we continue careleſs and unaffected 
ſtill, and go on in a thoughtleſs round of gaieties and 
pleaſures, like thoſe the prophet mentions, I/. v. 12. 
The harp and the viol, the tabret and pipe, are in their 
. feaſts : but they regard not. the work of the Lord, nei- 
ther conſider the operation of bis hands. Againſt ſuch - 
perſons a ſolemn woe is there denounced. And elſe- 
where, ipeaking of ſome who continued to indulge - 
themſelves in luxury and riot, and all kinds of ſenſual 
mirth, at a time when the circumſtances of things called 
for deep humiliation and repentance, he faith, It was 
revealed in mine ears by the Lord of Hoſts, ſurely ibis 
Iniquity ſhall not be purged from you till ye die, ſaith the - 
Lord God of Hoſts, If. xxii. 12, 13, 14. 
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Whoſoever carefully obſerveth the courſe of the dt: 
vine diſpenſations towards us for ſome time paſt, will 


be ſenſible that we have had many warnings given us. 


But a few years ago tlie ſword of war raged in one part 
of the united kingdom of Great Britain, and was near 
penetrating to the center of it, and threatened the ſub- 
verſion of that conſtitution, on which the preſervation 
of our religion, laws, and liberties, in a great meaſure, 
dependeth ; but, through the great goodneſs of God, 
our fears were, after ſome time, happily diſpelled. 
More lately, encroachments have been made upon our 


poſſeſſions and plantations abroad, in which our national 


ſafety and proſperity are very nearly intereſted, And it 


ought not to be forgotten, that it is not long ſince a 


moſt dreadful calamity befel a kingdom, ſo very nearly 
connected with us in intereſt and alliance, that the cala- 
mity may be regarded as, in a conſiderable degree, our 
own. And, in fact, we have been great ſufferers by it. 


Many lives were loſt of his Majeſty's ſubjects belonging 


to Great Britain and Ireland, and many more were, by 
the ſudden ſubverſion, either totally, or, in a conſider- 
able degree, deprived of their worldly ſubſtance, ahd 
reduced to circumſtances of diftreſs., A ſtop was put 
for a while to the courſe of a moſt advantageous com- 


merce. The ſprings of our wealth were obſtrutted ; 


and a great blow ſtruck at our trade, in which we are 


ſo apt to place our confidence: and this at the very 


time when we were entering upon a war with a mighty 
nation; a war that threatened to be very hazardous, and 
which hath put us to a vaſt expence both of blood and 
treaſure. That particular judgment, under which ſome 


of the neighbouring nations have fo ſeverely ſuffered, 


and which is the moſt dreadful! of all others, hath greatly 
threatened us. It is but a very few years ſince that 
great City, which is the metropohs of theſe kingdoms, 
and the center of our wealth and commerce, felt an 


alarming ſhock, though, through the great mercy of 


God, it did little mort than threaten and terrify. To 
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theſe things may be added, the peſtilence amongſt tlie 
Cattle in England, which was of many years continuance, 
and ſeems not yet to be entirely extinguiſhed : And the 
late great ſcarcity of corn in theſe kingdoms, which 
produced many affecting ſcenes of calamity and diſtreſs. 

And if this was not entirely owing to the inclemency of 
the ſeaſons, but to the artful management of bad men, 
it is an humbling thought that there ſhould be fo many 
found among us, who for their own private gain are 
capable of attempting to heighten the calamity of the 
public. And it cannot but give great concern to every 
one, who wiſheth well to the fſatety and proſperity of 
theſe nations, that, in a time of ſuch danger from the 
common enemy, there hath appeared ſuch a ſpirit of 
| oppoſition to lawful authority ard government, break: 

ing forth into inteftine tumults and commotiors, and 
which, if not timely checked, tendeth to the ſubver- 


ſion of al] public order, and to the introducing n 
and confuſion. | 


Thus the divine judgments ſeem to be advancing up- 
on us, and have gradually begun to operate. But ſuch 
is the mercy and forbearance of God towards us, that 
he ſeems loth to inflict upon us the fierceneſs of his an- 
ger, or to pour forth all his wrath. He is pleaſcd to 
give us previous warnings, to awaken and rouſe us out 
of our ſecurity, that, by a timely repentance, and by 
humbling ourſelves under his mighty hand, we may 
prevent the neceſſity of inflicting ſeverer puniſhments. 
His hand is lifred up, but the awful ſtroke ſcemeth to 
be ſuſpended for a while, as it he were unwilling to pro- 
ceed to extremities with us. Upon conlidering theſe 
things, that moſt affecting expoſtulation comes to my 
mind, which God condeſcendeth to make by his pro- 
phet Hoſea, with regard to his people Iſrael, when in a 
very degenerate backſliding ſtate, Hou ſhall I give thee 
1p, Ephraim? How ſhall I deliver thee up, Iſrarl? How 
hal I make thee as Admah ? How ſhall I ſet thee as 
Zeboim? 


Ii; ab | 
Zxboim ? Mine beart is turned within me, my repent- 
ings are kindled together. I will not execute the ferce- 
neſs of mine anger; Iwill not return to deſtroy Ephraim: 
for I am God, and not man, the Holy One in the midſt 
of thee, Hol. xi. 8, 9. Yet we find, at length, upon 
their obſtinately perſiſting in their diſobedience and in- 
gratitude, and abuling the methods of his indulgence, 
and even growing more and more corrupted, he ſaw it 
neceſſary to execute his awful judgments upon them, 
even to the utter ſubverting that kingdom, and ſub- 
jecting it to a foreign yoke. God torbid that this 
ſhould be our caſe, Let vs therefore make a right uſe 
of the divine forbearance. We have hitherto had rea- 
ſon to ing of mercy as well as of judgment, Let us not, 
by our abuſe of his goodneſs, provoke him to pour 
forth upon us the full vials of his penal wrath, With 
an ingenuous ſorrow, and ſelf. abaſement, we ſhould ac- 
knowlege our aggravated tranſgreſſions, our neglect and 
abuſe of the privileges and advantages we have fo long 
enjoyed, the contempt that hath been caſt on his glori- 
ous Goſpel, and the prophaneneſs and diſſoluteneſs of 
manners, which hath ſo much prevailed. On theſe ac- 
counts, let us humble ourſelves deeply before God, and 
implore his mercy, and contribute, as far as is in our 
power, to the carrying on a work of national repentance 
and reformation. It is undoubtedly our duty, in the 
preſent conjuncture of affairs, when we are engaged in 
an hazardous and expenſive war, to exert our utmoſt 
efforts for aſſiſting and ſupporting the government, and 
to apply outſelves to the uſc of all proper means which 
human prudence may ſuggeſt. But ſtill we muſt get 
this fixed upon our minds, that whatever projects may 
be formed for procuring national advantages, and pro- 
moting the public proſperity, all other expedients to 
make a people flouriſh without reformation of man- 
ners, and without the knowlege and practice of religion 
and public virtue, however they may ſeem to have an 
RN 24 „n ape ke. tfect 
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effect for a while, will, in the iſſue, prove 


Vain. | 


ineffectual and 


The moſt proper way we can take to avert impend- 
ing judgments, to preſerve and maintain our valuable 
privileges, and promote the public welfare. and happi- 
_ neſs, is not to expreſs a clamorous zeal for liberty, at 
the ſame time that we abuſe it ro an unreſtrained licen- 
tiouſneſs, than which nothing hath a greater tendency, 
both through the righteous judgment of God, and in 
the nature of the thing, to deprive us of our liberties ; 
but it is to endeavour to make a juſt and wiſe improve- 
ment of our advantages, to maintain a ſtrict regard to 
religion, probity, and purity of manners, and to guard 
againſt vice, libertiniſin, prophaneneſs, and debauchery, 
This, and this alone, will preſerve us a free, a fiouriſh- 
ing, and happy people. God grant that this may be 
the bleſſing of theſe nations to the lateſt poſterity; and 
that we may long enjoy the light of the glorious Goſ- 
pel of Chriſt ſhining among us in its genuine purity, 
and the ineſtimable advantage of a freedom to profeſs 
it, and to worſhip God according to the directions of 
his word, and the dictates -of our own conſciences, 
without being expoſed to perſecuting rage and violence, 
Happy nations that we till are! if we be but duly 
ſenſible of our happineſs! and careful to make a 
right uſe of our privileges! What a glorious face of 
things would ſoon appear among us, if, as we have the 
beſt religion in the world, we took care to govern 
ourſelves by its facred rules, and to act under 
the influence of its divine inſtructions and important 
motives! Virtue, ſupported and animated by the 
glorious hopes of the Goſpel, would appear in its ge- 
nuine ſacred charms, ard in its lovely beauty and excel- 
lence. Love, the true ſpirit of Chriſtianity,” would 

2 and produce a mutual forbearance in leſſer dif- 

erences, at the ſame time that there would be a happy 
agreement in matters of the higheſt importance: there 

| would 
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would be a zeal without bigotry, a liberty without lis. 


centiouſneſs. The natural conſequence of all this would 
be peace and harmony in larger and leſſer ſocieties, Such 
wauld be the face of things among us, as far as could 
be expected in this ſtate of imperſection, if the religion 
of Jeſus were firmly believed, and duly conſidered, and 
men would be more generally perſuaded to give up 
themſelves to its divine conduct. This would render 
perſons in high ſtations ſignally uſeful to the public, and 
ornaments as well as ſupports to their country. And at 
the ſame time /ebriety, induſtry, temperance, and good 
order, would ſpread among, the body of the people. 
Nor would true bravery and fortitude be wanting. = 
though ſuperſtition t:ndeth to produce mean and un- 
manly fears, true religion and a ſteady belief of a wiſe and 
righteous Providence, hath a. tendency to fortity and 
eſtabliſh the mind, and to produce a real courage and 
greatneſs of ſoul, which will enable a man to meet death 
with a calm intrepidity in a noble and juſt cauſe, and 
ſtand the ſhock of the greateſt terrors. 


It is a reflection which hath frequently occurred to 


my mind, eſpecially on occaſion of the late dreadful 


judgments of God, how different, under the apprehen- 


ſion or preſſure or an amazing calamity, mult be the 


ſtate of one that firmly believeth Chriſtianity, and en- 
deavoureth to govern his practice by its excellent rules, 
from that of the Atheiſt and Unbeliever, or of the man 
who though he profeſſeth to believe the Chriſtian reli- 
gion, liveth in a plain contradiction to its ſacred obliga- 
tions. The former, however black and diſaſtrous the 
face of things may appear to be, which naturally tends 
to create fears in the human mind, yet is perſuaded, that 
all things are under the direction of infinite wiſdom, 
righteouſneſs, and goodneſs, and that we live in a world 
where every thing above, beneath, and on every. fide 
of us, is in the hand of God, and under the direction 


of his Providence; who, as he can arm all che crea- 


tures 
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tures againſt us, and make them the inſtruments of his 


jjuſt diſpleaſure; fo, if we be careful to pleaſè him, and 


approve ourſelves in his ſight, can make the whole 
creation around us to be as it were in a covenant of 
peace and friendſhip with us. Or, if a good man be 
involved in the ſame outward calamities with others, as 
muſt often, without a miracle, be expected in calami- 
ties which happen to large communities, ſtill he hath 
this to ſupport him, that the great Lord of the univerſe 
is his father and his friend, and will cauſe thoſe out- 
ward evils to turn, in the final iſſue, to his greateſt be- 
nefit. Death itſelf, if this ſhall befal him, ſhall prove 


- a real gain to him, and ſhall introduce him to a better 


world, and a nobler ſociety. It is juſtly obſerved con- 
cerning the man that feareth the Lord, and delighteth 
greatly in his commandments, that be fhall not be afraid 
of evil tidings, bis heart is fixed truſting in the Lord, 
Pſ. cxi. 1. 7. Not only may he ſay upon good grounds, 
with the Pſalmiſt, The Lord is on my fide, I will not 
fear: what can man do unto me? Pl. cxviii. 6. And 
again, Though an hoſt ſhould encamp againſt me, my 
heart ſhall not fear; though war fhould riſe againſt me, 
in this will I be confident, Pſ. xxvii. 2. But he may 
break forth into that noble ſtrain of triumph, Gad is our 
refuge and ſtrength, a very preſent help in trouble. There- 
fore will not we fear, though the earth be removed, and 
though the mountains be carried inia the midſt of the 
fea: Though the waters thereof roar and be troubled, 
and though the mountains ſhake with the fwelling thereof, 
Pſ. xlvi. 1, 2, 3. On the other hand, the wicked and 


ungodly man, continuing ſuch, hath no proper re- 


ſource,” no ſolid comfort or ſupport in a day of cala- 
mity, when all things ſeem black and diſmal about him. 
For either he looketh upon them to be the effects of a 
wild chance, or blind neceſſity, which cannot poſſibly be 
the object of a rational truſt and confidence, and which 
eaves no room for hope, but in that which nature hath 
an abhorrence of, an utter extinction of being: or, he 
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Þ apprehendeth them to be the juſt judgments of the wiſe 
and righteous governor of the world, whom he hath 


offended by his ſins. And vain it is to brave it againſt 
the wrath of heaven. Not to fear creatures like our- 
ſelves, in a juſt cauſe, argueth a noble and manly forti- 
tude : but not to fear God, the Almighty Lord of the 
Univerſe, is not courage but madneſs. The only pro- 
per thing which remaineth for ſuch perſons to do, and 
it is what reaſon, as well as ſcripture, directeth to, is to 
humble themſelves deeply under the mighty hand of 
God, and to flee to his infinite mercy, through Jeſus 
Chriſt, in a hearty compliance with the moſt reaſon- 
able and gracious terms which he hath appointed, for 
obtaining an intereſt in his grace and favour, 


Upon the whole, the beſt thing that can be wiſhed, 
for the honour of God, for the happineſs of mankind, 
and for the real welfare of our Country, is, that a 
hearty zeal for the knowlege and practice of our holy 
religion may have a revival among us: and that perſons 
of all orders and conditions may join in contributing 
to promote its ſacred intereſts. And notwithſtanding 
the corruption too juſtly complained of, there are many, 
I am perſuaded among us, and may the number of 
them daily increaſe, who are earneſtly deſirous to do 


this. Every man has it in his power to contribute ſome- 


thing towards it, at leaſt by endeavouring to walk in a 


conver ſation becoming the Goſpel, But there are ſome 


perſons who have peculiar advantages, for doing ho- 
nour and ſervice to Chriſtianity. Thoſe eſpecially that 
are diſtinguiſhed by their Hi RANk, their FoRTUNE 
and QuarLiTty, ſhould make uſe of the influence this 
gives them for recommending and promoting true reli- 
gion and virtue, which will add a luſtre to their titles 
and dignities, and is one of the beſt ways they can take 
to ſhew their regard to the public happineſs. Macits- 
TRATES ſhould account it their duty and their honour 
to employ the authority they are inveſted with, for 

ſerving 
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ERIE . 
ferving the intereſts of religion, and diſcountenaneing 
vice and wickedneſs; ſince for this purpoſe they are ap- 
pointed, that they may be for the puniſhment of evil 
doers, and for the praiſe of them that do well. And it 
is then that their authority will have its proper influ- 
ence, when it is ſtrengthened by that of their own 
example. But above all, they who are honoured 
with the character of the MixisrzRS of the holy 
or ſhould make it the very buſineſs of their lives to 
_=_ and promote real vital Chriſtianity, to inſtruct 
e people in its important doctrines, and build them 
up in their moſt holy faith, and to enforce upon them 
the excellent duties it enjoins, by all the powerful and 
moſt engaging motives which the Goſpel ſets before us. 
And that their inſtructions may have the proper effect, 
it highly concernetſi them to keep themſelves free from 
the faſhionable vices and follies of the age, and to en- 
deayour to be enfamples to their flocks, by a well- tem- 
pered zeal, piety, and charity, and the virtues of a 
oly life. Thus will they not only do the higheſt ſer- 
vice to religion, but procure the greateſt honour to 
themſelves, and the moſt juſt veneration for their ſa- 
cred. character, which, where it is not diſgraced by a 
conduct unworthy of it, naturally demandeth the 
eſteem and regard of all the true friends to religion and 
virtue. | | 


For theſe valuable and excellent purpofes, may the 


_ God of all grace pour forth his holy Spirit upon all or- 


ders and degrees of men in theſe nations, that, as they 
bear the honourable name of Chriſtians, they may 
adorn the dofirine of God our Saviour in all things, 
and, being filled with the knowlege of bis will in all 
wiſdom and ſpiritual underſtanding, may walk worthy of 


. the Lord unto all pleaſing, being fruitful in every good 
work. ks 
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